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“We shall never know all the good 
that a simple smile can do” 

(Mother Teresa) 

AMICI 
BETHARRAM 
ONLUS

AMICI Betharram ONLUS
CONTACT US

It's only thanks to the help of benevolent organizations 

and of generous people that we manage 

to support the education of the children

To support the "Holy Family Catholic Centre" project, 
the "Distance Adoptions" campaign  has kicked off. 

DISTANCE ADOPTIONS PROJECT

To "adopt" a child:

The support fee for a school year of a child is € 250.00 
(292 $ / 9.350 bath)
The duration of elementary school is 6 years
The cutting and sewing course for girls continues
for 4 years
The initiative provides support for the entire years of 
studies
The contribution can be paid annually or with a single 
payment

How to join the project:

It is necessary to specify that "distance adoption 
project" is never in favor of an individual child 
but for the whole group. 
Donations support both the Center in the costs 
of looking after children (food and lodging) , 
for enrolment in the school and the purchase 
of school supplies. 

In the center you live a simple life, 
in harmony with the environment 

without big projects 
but trying to do the best possible 
day by day based on a feeling 

of common brotherhood.

FOR DONATIONS

Bank Account N° 59230/36 
IBAN: IT36 L056 9633 8400 0005 9230 X36 

BIC/SWIFT: POSOIT22 
C/O Banca Popolare di Sondrio - Seregno (Italy) 

- Seregno Bank- 
or 

THANACHART BANK 
Public Company Limited, Maesai Branch, 

382/3 M.7, Phaholyothin Road, 
T. Maesai, A. Maesai, Chiang Rai 57130 

Account No. 391-2-01720-6 
Account name: CATHOLIC MISSION 

(without any other name) 
SWIFT: THBKTHBK 

write to: associazione.amici.betharram@gmail.comor 
bankonthip@gmail.com
you will receive the photograph of the child entrusted to 
you, with a mail

T H E  P R O J E C T 

I S  S U P P O R T E D  B Y :

International Cultural Missionary Association

Holy Family Catholic Centre 

Via Manzoni, 8–22031 Albavilla (CO) - Italy 
+39 031/626555 
www.betharram.it 
associazione.amici.betharram@gmail.com 
facebook.com/amicibetharramonlus/ 



The "AMICI Betharram Onlus" association promotes 
projects for the social, health care and human 
development of the people, in collaboration with 
the Fathers of Betharram who live here.

THE BEGINNINGS...UP TO NOW

FUSE SERVICE

Hospitality (food and lodging) for elementary school 
children from mountain villages
Primary education for children (boys and girls)
Non Formal Education and training for girls (12-18) 
who don’t have the opportunity of attending 
elementary school
A way for some girls to continue their education at 
the Ratchaphat University of Chiang Rai

BAN KONTHIP

is the name of the work-shop where the girls practise 
and improve their skill: 
“Ban” = “house” 
“Kon” = “hands” 
“Thip” = “special”

Why embroidery? 
Akha women learn embroidery from a young age. 
The pattern of the stitches reflects human relationship 
with the surrounding nature. 
The special value of each person is also emphasized. 
Each stitch reflects care, love of the work, endurance, 
and gratitude to the ancestors who have done the work 
before them: every stitch reflects life stories. 
In this way, Akha women realize their own value, feel 
proud of themselves. The embroidery also helps Akha 
women to  earn their living and help their families. In the 
art of embroidery the young student discovers and 
manifests her own culture, her own inner richness, her 
own mentality; it is an added value to the work carried 
out in an atmosphere of joy: happiness is created and 
the girls say: "with our embroideries and decorations 
we want to blow up the joy for those who sell them and 
for those who wear them". 

The Centre provides:

In the last decades, Thai society has undergone a rapid 
transformation and, as a consequence, the ethnic 
minorities have been  losing their identity. 
The Akha tribe have always lived isolated in the forest 
in a self-supporting system; but in past decades the 
situation has changed with rampant deforestation and 
contact with the rest of the world, thanks to new roads
and new media communication. 
The best way to help these people is to educate the 
new generation, to train them for a job and guide them 
to integrate into society. 

AIM AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE

Value of the Akha Embroidery Stitches

The first group of Religious of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus of Betharram arrived in Thailand in 1951 and 
began their work in the Chiang Mai region, among 
people from the city and ethnic minorities from the 
mountains. 
Right from the beginning, the Fathers of Betharram, 
along with the work of evangelisation, were involved 
with the people’s life: improving the social welfare of 
the villages, with regard to ethical and spiritual life and
supporting educational projects, particularly  among 
Karen and Akha people. 
The missionary work gathered momentum and the 
Fathers moved towards the 
western and north-western part of the country 
alongside Myanmar.   
Over time, the Fathers built a seminary for the young 
people, called to carry on the missionary work. 
In 1972 , the Holy Family Catholic Centre was 
opened. 
Today the Centre hosts 83 elementary school 
children and 50 adolescent girls. 


